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CONFIDENTIAL KHARTOUM 2123 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINT, PINS, PFOR, SU 

SUBJECT: POST-COUP PROGNOSIS 

REF: KHARTOUM 2090 AND 2109 

1. KHARTOUM 2090 OFFERED VIEW THAT NIMEIRI REGIME 
EMERGED FROM FEEBLE ATTEMPT ON ITS LIFE MORE VIGOROUS THAN 
EVER. SUBSEQUENT EVENTS, INCLUDING NIMEIRI'S SEPT. 81 
SPEECH (KHARTOUM 2109) SUGGEST SOME ADDITIONAL CONCLUSIONS. 
SOME ARISI FROM AND SOME SIMPLY FORTIFIED BY EVENTS 
SURROUNDING THE COUP ATTEMPT. 


2 . 

WITH RESPECT TO FOREIGN RELATIONS AND ENTANGLEMENTE 
NIMEIRI IS BETTING ON CLOSER TIES WITH EGYPT AND SAUDI 
ARABIA. HE APPEARS TO HAVE ABANDONED HOPE OF HELP FROM 
LIBYA AND TO BE PREPARED TO BACK EGYPT AGAINST MORE MILITANT 
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ARAB DETRACTORS (SEE KHARTOUM 2105) ON MIDDLE EAST QUESTIONS. 
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IN THEIR SMALL WAY, THESE DEVELOPMENTS WORK IN OUR FMOR. 
OTHERWISE, WE READ NOTHING IN THE COUP ATTEMPT OR ITS 
AFTERMATH TO SUGGEST A BASIC CHANGE IN POLICY TOWARD EAST 
OR WEST. 

3. INTERNALLY, THERE ARE CLEARLY TOUGH DAYS AHEAD FOR 
DISSIDENTS AND SUSPECTED ENEMIES OF THE REGIME. BY 
HIS STERN ACTION, NIMEIRI HAS PROBABLY ALIENATED THOSE 
ELEMENTS OF THE STUDENT BODY AT KHARTOUM UNIVERSITY NOT 
ALREADY AGAINST HIM (I.E., THE COMMUNISTS AND MUSLIM BROTHERS). 
MOREOVER, THE UNIVERSITY'S ACADEMIC UTILITY ONCE REOPENED 
"UNDER THE SSU BANNER" IS TO BE QUESTIONED. IN HIS SEPT. 8 
SPEECH, NIMEIRI SAID THAT THERE COULD BE NO "NEUTRALITY" 

IN THE CIVIL SERVICE, WHICH WOULD HAVE NO ROOM FOR THOSE 
NOT COMMITTED TO THE REVOLUTION. WHETHER OR NOT A PURGE 
WILL FOLLOW, THE BUREAUCRACY'S EFFICIENCY WILL NOT BE 
INCREASED BY POLITICIZATION. IN SHORT, NIMEIRI HAS 
TIGHTENED THE REGIME S CONTROL AND WILL BE INTOLERANT OF 
OPPOSITION, BUT BY HIS REACTION TO THE COUP ATTEMPT HE HAS 
PROBABLY SWELLED THE RANKS OF THE OPPOSITION AND MADE 
VIGILANCE MORE NECESSARY THAN EVER. 

BERLIND 
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